
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

March 18, 2021 
Minutes 

 
1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:37 p.m. 

 
Present:  Lenny Newman, Chris Smith, Greg Gmerek, Melissa Gadd, Lora Frankel, Heidi 
Coffman, Susan Ruttenberg, Claire Galed, Bonnie Nowakowski, Sharon Nowak, 
Recreation Director Tracey Shanley, Senior Outreach Coordinator Jen Furlong, Manager 
of Mirth Colette Nutton, Librarian Joanne Johnson, City Manager Amy Sullivan. 
 
Absent:  None  

 
2. Approval of minutes of the January 21, 2021 meeting.  Greg moved to approve the 

minutes, and Melissa seconded.  Approved with a friendly amendment to add Melissa 
and Chris as co-Vice Chairs  
 

3. Approval of agenda:  Moved by Melissa and seconded by Greg. 
 

4. Senior Outreach Initiative.  There was discussion about whether this should continue to 
be on the agenda.  There was discussion whether further communications are 
reinventing the wheel with the 60+ newsletter, Hometown Herald, and other 
communications.  It was generally agreed that this could be further tabled or removed 
from the agenda. 
 

5. U of M Subcommittee.  No update. 
 

6. Senior-Student Interaction.  Lenny applauded the National Honor Society who helped 
seniors with technical training.  There are three additional sessions planned for the 
spring on March 24, 2:00-4:00 p.m., April 18, 12:00-2:00p.m., and May 16 from 12:00-
2:00 p.m. 
 

7. Older Americans Month Activities.   
 

a. On May 6 from 1:00 - 2:30, there will be a variety show by the OPC group out of 
Rochester who will be leading the variety show o at the gazebo near City Hall.  
Thanks to Heidi Coffman for organizing. 
 



b. On May 8, seniors can meet at Republica and then watch Mama Mia at the 
Berkley High School parking lot.  
 

c. On May 18 at 6:00, there will be a meet and greet with the city leaders at 
Huntington Woods in the gazebo area by City Hall. 
 

d. On May 26 at 12:30, there will be a senior artistic salon in the parking lot next to 
the Huntington Woods Library.  Rain plan: There will be a one-day delay. 
 

e. Additional activities will be published in the newsletter (mid-April), e-blast, and 
the Recreation Department e-mail list. 
 

8. Harp and Concierge Program.  No requests since the last meeting.   
 

9. E-blast.  Amy encouraged everyone again to sign up for the e-blast. 
 

10. Recreation Department Update.  Jen is up to date on birthday calls, and seniors remain 
thankful for the telephone calls.  Calls will increasingly include information on upcoming 
events.  There was some discussion about opening up the calls to allow additional 
people to assist with calls (including senior to senior calls). Jen will explore possible 
getting seniors interested in additional calls.  The adopt the grandparent program was a 
huge success, and many would like to do them again.  Homebound seniors are now 
eligible for the COVID vaccines, and those needing assistance can call Jen.  We are still 
looking at when we can resume blood pressure, buses, and similar services.  Lunch 
bunch requires a reservation to order food.  Anyone else can attend without lunch, but 
Jen asks for RSVPs. 
 

11. Library Programming Update.  Joanne mentioned that on April 21, Andrew Norwiki 
would be presenting Exploring Backyard Wildlife.  There are talks about opening the 
library up to the public more, but nothing definitive yet. 
 

12. Public Participation.  Susan Ruttenberg discussed a need for more exercise equipment, 
and there was a spirited discussion about the future of Reynolds Park and 
indoor/outdoor exercise options.  There was also concern about the condition at Hassig 
Senior Park, a park that has received more use due to Covid.   
 

13. Bylaws.  A subcommittee reviewed the Committee’s bylaw and suggested certain 
changes to the purpose section of the bylaws.  Greg made a motion to recommend that 
the City Commission adopt the bylaw changes. Lora seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

14. Next meeting:  April 15, 2021. 
 

15. Meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 
 


